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Hubor of Minaes in the Poshan Ares

1. Thivdy mines are ncw in operablon in the Peshan {117-5}, 36-32) area; anothar
oty are sbill flocded, the Japaness having removed many of the pumps. 48
hand pumpling evacusbes water nob much faster than the Incoming ficw, oncs a
ming is flooded, it is copsidersd wselsas, In addibion, wabtey in Hhe Poshan
sroa has an acid conbent which causes daxage to pupps and impellers. Unlsss
the Hationalists racept uee the Poshan mines very swddenly, the Communists
soudd sabobtage the mines by flooding instead of blasting.

Qnereidp
2. -Although the Communists are in coubrol of the ares now, the Feshan area mines
e opevased bys
& The Nellonsl Rescowrces Comulssion, which took them over from ths Japanese, or
2., The Provincial Sovernment, or
G, Private owners.

I? all the ownera should ool thelr wines and operate oaly thos2 in better
sopdition, they could sink new shafts far snowgh away from axlsting mines
4o awoild cvbbing through So flooded wines. {(Existing mines are not well
ShaIhed. )

freducbion

3. Ouring the Towr monbhs prior $o 23 February 1847, when the Nabiomaliste again

1ot the mines o bthe Cosmmists, She monbbly output was 70,000 mehric tons.

Production conld be stepped up to nore than two and s balf million tons per

sanr ¥ modern mining machinery ware 'Jsed, bacawse undergroawi conditions are

azce‘x levt for wachine uining, l.8., Hhe roof is good, thers 1s no gas, and the
verage gredient is upe din a:mteen.
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The general crm*imm" of the coal fields is good, AlL seams are workazble,
?ﬁi'h en averags whiskuess of two moters. &1L the coal is seml-anbhraciteg

¢ mine pmdusaas soal switable forr coking. Bscause of hand-cutbing, only 15%
J\‘ t.}ze covl. ab preseuh iz in lump Yo, bub this could be ralsed %o 80% with
modexn mechinsry. Because of the shoriage of explosives there hos been very
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little undergrovnd developuent in the last edghi yerrs and only chsap cosl has
be¢n produced., The machinery most necsssary for inereasing oroduetion is
coal cubbors and donveyors. » '

Povier

5, The power »lant is sufficieient to meet any demrrds wo o 150,000 tons
per month bub there is a greabt shoriags of boiler tubes and punpsS.

Transporabion

Becavse there ave no underpround rails, coal has o be carried by heod %0 the
shaft botted and to the surface in bashkets, apain largely by hand labore '
During thelr pravious occupation the Communists had destroyed five miles

of 1izht railway, so thet the ooal rmst be carried o Poshan from th2 pib

by barrows and mide eartd, The Communiste allowed cnly coal for local cone-
suption 4o be mined, ard the miners were paid in frod instead of cagh., The
Communists could nobt use the ooal as they had no railway by which ¢ trans-
port it, Consequently, when the Zaticnalists took over the mines in ths fall
of 1946, hhere were no stock-piles of cocal (F-6), ([Shenghai note: There is
no indication that source was in the Poshan area in laie August 1946 when
the latlenslists took over, It was reported on 2 S ptombsr 1046 by anchher
source that there was a shock-piles of 200,000 tous.; Ab pressnt there ave
80,000 tons above sround.

Lebor and Vages

The miners work in teams of Ffiwe men and boys on a ‘wenby-four hovr £bllb.

The averane wage Lor esch toan renges from CHC £10,000 to §13,00Q per tone

Oub of this money the team must pay the cost of bringing bthe coal Irom she
mine tp the shaft to, the pibt heods There are no woien workers, bul many
children frém he ape of ten on uwp sre employeds A great many family groups -
father, brothery and 8on - are amployedy consequen’ly at the surface of

the wines therk are smpleyed many Theng ors-on® who produce nothing. Because
wazes are low the minoers sperdl a part. of their idle days farming in order to
have enouch food to exisb. Albhough therc has besn no labor troudble yeb,

it is expected bo develop scon, : '
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